From Good O Boys to Corporate Big Time

The History of NA S5CAR

Paul Winslowe
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Lee Petty in Number 42 approaches the checkered flag during a 1956 race in North Carolina. Petty’s son. Richard, who eventually would become the
winningest driver in NASCAR history, is on the left with his hands raised.

During Speedweeks, which seems to stretch through most of

February, hundreds of thousands of fans will drive down
U.S. Highway 92 and head towards the Daytona
International Speedway.

The huge Facility spans hundreds of acres and now holds
165,000 people in the grandstands alone. No one knows how
many people glut the huge infield during the Daytona 500.

Al one time, founder Bill France had to give tickets away to
draw crowds to his races. To raise money to pay for the track,
International Speedway Corp. was formed and shares of stock
were sold. Today, many Daytona Beach residents are living very
nicely on the dividends.

Once mostly confined to the South, stock car racing now is the
fastest growing spectator sport in the country. The speedway
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corporation, which owns 11 tracks after a recent merger with
rival Penske Motorsports Inc., is a multi-billion dollar company.
It is rapidly becoming a major seasonal employer and commu-
nity icon rivaling the World’s Most Famous Beach.

A lot has changed in the 52 years since the founding of the
National Association of Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR).

Old-time stock car fans still chuckle recalling an anecdote
about a driver who was leading a race but suddenly headed to
the pits (then located off the track) and continued down the
road, hot-footing it away from the authorities who had spotted
him and were in close pursuit because of some previous crime.
That’s supposed to be a true story, one of many in the down-
and-dirty era when stock car racing began to inch into
American consciousness.
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Stock cars line up for the start of the 1952 Southern 500 in Darlington, S.C.

The Early Years

In the beginning, drivers didn’t wear fancy suits plastered with
sponsors’ logos. They didn’t drive gaudily painted machines
capable of topping 200 miles per hour on the straightaway. They
were young men (and a few women) who commonly lived in the
rural areas of the South and drove rickety trucks and small cars
through the rutted, twisting, muddy roads from one small com-
munity lo another.

Racing fans in North Carolina have added to NASCAR lore
with stories of some of the early heroes of the track having cut
their driving teeth on twisting mountain roads outrunning the
law with loads of moonshine. It is better documented that some
prepared for NASCAR careers by racing their cars in clearings.
Tires spinning, mud-splattered drivers might hit 60 to 70 mph on
impromptu quarter-mile dirt tracks. No pretty girl showed up on
the winner’s stand afterwards. There were no trophies, no
checks, no bottles of milk or caps with corporate trademarks,
Spectators didn’t sit in grandstands. There was nothing. Just the
pure enjoyment of competing.

Better drivers, those with a desire to match their machines
against all competitors, often headed for the Funcoast. From the
turn of the 20th century through the 1950s, drivers gathered here
to try to set land-speed records on the hard-packed sand of
Ormond’s and Daytona’s beaches. Stock car drivers would test
a course that was a little over 4 miles long, hall on the sand: half
on ALA, with turns at either end. In time, the land-speed enthu-
siasts found other venues; the sand was reserved for racers who
gamely fought each other for the checkered flag.

Daytona’s oceanside track was just one of many racing venues
created by 1948. During World War 11, fuel had been rationed,

HALIFAX MAGAZINE FEBRDIU

Explote out past Issues al www halifaxmagazine . com

e BN

which limited racing. When the
soldiers came home after victory
in 1945, they were introduced to
new automobiles. Faney race cars
beyond the financial reach of most
would-be drivers still dominated
Indianapolis and international
sites. Stock cars, the kind anyone
could buy in a dealership, were
more appealing.

Promoters — some of them locat-
ed in the North, but more common-
ly in the southern states — set up
races in fairgrounds or anywhere
else they could find a site. They
drew crowds; they drew racers.
And, if they wanted to, they
declared their best driver the
national champion. No one seemed
perturbed if a neighboring race
track did exactly the same thing.

Safety wasn’t that significant;
speed and competition served as
the lures.

During those years, the eventu-
al founder of the Daytona
Speedway, France was a driver
and a promoter in Daytona Beach.
He also owned a service station
and regularly competed in car and motorcycle races. Like
many other racers and their fans, he saw the confusing mix of
tracks and champions and recognized the need for some kind
of organizing body.

On December 14, 1947, he brought together a group of about
22 race enthusiasts to try o add some structure (o racing. They
met at the Roof Garden of the Streamline Hotel in Daytona
Beach and conceived a national sanctioning body, an idea that
was ridiculed at the time. The first race under the NASCAR ban-
ner was held in Daytona Beach on February 15, 1948. NASCAR
was incorporated six days later,

Conrinuto O Pace 13

Dayiona Beach's own “Fireball” Roberts in his 1962 Pontiac.
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History oF NASCAR Coninueo From Pase 7

In 1949, a series of races began under the “Strictly Stock™ logo,
A record 13,000 spectators showed up in Charlotte, N.C. 1o enjoy
that first race. A total of eight races were run that first season,
which ran from June through October. The longest race was 200
miles, with most tracks either a half mile or 1 mile long. Red
Byron, the first Winston Cup champion, won the 1949 Daytona
166 (40 laps) with an average speed of 79 mph. Lee Petty went up
to Pittsburgh and averaged 57.5 mph to win a 100-mile race there.

Fans flocked to watch the drivers. With enthusiasm whetted by
the response, NASCAR moved quickly into high gear with a
new name — Grand National. That name survived until 1986.

In 1950, the first asphalt-paved track opened in Darlington, S.C.
Drivers were concerned that their tires would not endure the heat
created by the higher speeds needed to compete in the Southern
500. Some of the better known drivers actually boycotted the track
after some hazardous trial runs, In response to their concerns, offi-
cials mandated stops every 25 miles to change tires.

Other changes also were necessary to accommodate the high-
er speeds and greater stress, No one could just drive a car off a
lot and onto a track anymore. Larger radiators were necessary;
so were bigger oil reservoirs. Drivers could use safety tires. Still,
cars were similar to those sold in dealerships. That would change
as safety requirements forced immense alterations, Eventually,
only the exteriors would look familiar.

In 1950, the Daytona race was shifted toward the beginning of
the season, although it didn’t become the first race until 1982. It
was extended to 500 miles in 1959 when Daytona International
Speedway was erected and quickly evolved into the most presti-
gious race in the Winston Cup series.

Colony

at St. Augustine Beach
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SeaColony.

McGarvey Residential Communities
2453 S. Third St. / Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 / 904-461-7080 / Fax: 904-247-9163
WWWw.mcgarveycommunities.com

As stock car racing’s popularity increased, so did the number
of races. In 1951, drivers compeled in 41 races — almost all 100
to 150 miles long. Only the Southern 500 went beyond that limit.
Tracks were located in 15 states, including Michigan, Ohio, New
York, Connecticut and California as well as in the southern states.

The number of races peaked in 1964 with 62 races, gradually
beginning to drop off until today, drivers compete in 34 races.
NASCAR officials may tweak that total a little in the future as
new tracks come on line.

Modern drivers use the latest, most acrodynamic vehicles. In
the early years, drivers often drove older cars. Dick Rathman
won a 1954 race ina 1952 Hudson, for example. Other makes of
cars often made cameo appearances in victory lane — a
Studebaker in 1951; a Jaguar in 1954, Hudsons were the biggest
early winners, but, by 1957, Fords and Chevrolets began to dom-
inate the races with only an occasional Pontiac, Chrysler and
Oldsmobile mixed in. Plymouths would have some big years in
the early 1960s. Overall, cars bearing 16 brand names have par-
ticipated in the races.

“These cars must have weighed 4,500 to 5,000 pounds,”
recalled John Ervin, an International Motorsports Hall of Fame
mechanic who worked for two-time NASCAR Winston Cup
champion Ned Jarrett. “With no power steering, you had to be
really strong in your upper body to drive one of those things,” he
told a national sports magazine.

In the mid-1960s, cars were no longer taken off the showroom
floor, stripped down to add a roll cage and then reassembled with
heavier springs. Instead, mechanics devised fabricated chassis
that forever changed racing.

With the new, expensive equipment came the need for bigger

Conminueo On Next Pace

From Majestic Live Oaks

to Delicate Sea QOats...

You will find it all here in SeaColony. The newest

- gated community by McGarvey Residential
Communities is situated on AlA in St. Augustine
Beach just south of historic St. Augustine on Florida's
beautiful Atlantic Coast. A quiet reach of sand and sea
| protected by a wall of natural dune and sea oats.

Designed in the traditional Florida style of

architecture, our custom homes will be carefully nestled
§ among the natural vegetation and sculpted greenscapes
B S0 as to preserve the environment and enhance the sense
S of peaceful community. Four dune walkovers and an
Oceanfront Beach Club add civilized pleasures to the
beauty of North Florida living.

Truly, this s, at last, the 0ld Florida you've been searching
for, the last oceanfront refuge. Your home on the Atlantic...
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HisToRY OF NﬁS(AR Cotmnuep FromPrevious Pace

purses. Byron won just $5,800 for the first championship in 1949.
Fred Lorenzen crossed the $100,000 mark with his 1963 champi-
onship. In 1969, David Pearson topped $200,000. The $300,000
level was splintered just two years later by Richard Petty, who
went on to clear $400,000 in 1974. Bill Elliott smashed the $1
million barrier in 1985 with almost $2.4 million. In 1998, Jeff
Gordon took home $9.3 million for his second straight Winston
Cup championship.

This past season, virtually all top drivers earned $1 million or
more in prize money.

The swelling interest
drew the attention of tel-
evision. In 1961, ABC’s
Wide World of Sports
aired a portion of the
Daytona International
Speedway’s Firecracker
400, which was renamed
the Pepsi 400 in 1988,
Highlights from other
races began (o show up
frequently on various net-
works. In 1979, CBS
broadcast the Daytona
500 from start to finish,
initiating the on-going
broadcasts of live stock
car racing on television.

Today

The impact on drivers and crews has been immense. Demands
on their time have increased geometrically. “Pit crews have to
work almost seven days a week.” notes Kevin Lepage, who had
driven in 30 races in the two years before the start of the 1999
season. He recommends more Saturday night races so crew
members can spend a few Sundays with their families.

High purses haye brought extra pressure, boosting the need for
locating sponsors and improving cars. *“It used to be just the beer
guys [sponsoring cars),” says driver Robert Pressley, who joined
Winston Cup racing in 1994. “Now you see the household prod-

Funcoast Follies

The Wood Brothers pit crew services David Pearson's car during the July 4, 1974
Firecracker 400, Pearson went on to win the race.

ucts and what not.” The “what not” took on extra meaning late
in 1999 when the maker of Viagra announced it was sponsoring
a car, causing late night comics like Leno and Letterman to add
to NASCAR promotion with the inevitable jokes.

The veteran drivers are more aware of the higher stress. “The
sport has completely changed since I got involved in it.” says
Rusty Wallace, who joined Winston Cup in 1980. “It's much
more competitive. A lot more people in the garage area. A lot
more requests on your time. It's a lot tougher than it’s ever been.”

“It became obvious to me that it's become harder and harder
and harder to keep people happy, sponsors happy, NASCAR
happy and the family
happy.,” adds Darrell
Waltrip, who has
announced this will be
his last year in Winston
Cup racing after a career
that started in 1972, “I
couldn’t keep anyone
happy. It was just too
much weight to bear.”

Waltrip reduced pres-
sure by selling his car in
1998 and joining the
team of another company.
His decision reflected
another change in racing
= — teamwork. A legendary
B\ driver like Junior

Johnson or Marshall

Teague would function

as an independent con-
tractor. He would oversee preparation of the car, drive to the
track, hire a few crew members to add gas and tires during a
race, and wait for the green flag to fall.

“A driver was basically judged on his driving skills,” says Waltrip.
“The only responsibility a driver had was to show up at a racetrack
with his helmet and drive. That’s what they were paid to do.”

Every driver competed; they didn’t cooperate.

Today, most drivers now are parts of teams that enter more
than one vehicle in different NASCAR events. When Dale
Earnhardt Jr. moves into Winston Cup full time this year, for
example, he’ll join Steve Park as a teammate.

Conminuen On Pace 20
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Facelift.

Safe, advanced procedures turn back the hands of time.

The effects of gravity, exposure to the sun
and the stress of daily life can take a toll on
your appearance. Creases, sagging and
fatty areas can make vou look tired and
older than you are.

Rhytidectomy, commonly called facelift,
includes technogically advanced proce-
dures that can have a noticeable affect on
your appearance. It can be simple. Remove
fatty deposits. Tighten underlying muscles.
Re-drape facial and neck skin. Facelifts can
be performed in conjunction with other
procedures to alter the appearance of the

forehead and neck, resulting in a younger,
fresher appearance. 1t can offer improve-
ments for adults of all ages. Doctors Lentz
and Zamora are authorities in facelift
surgical procedures. You are invited to
call for more information about these
procedures and what kind of results you
can expect,

Choosing your doctor is an impaortant
decision. Dr. Lentz is Board Certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgeons.
Dr. Zamora is Board Qualified. It does
make-a difference. -

Lentz & Zamora

PLASTICA RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

120 N. Seneca St, Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Phone: 904.252.8051 # Fax: 904.252.1173
Internet; www.lentz-zamora.com
info@lentz-zamora.com
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History oF NASCAR Conminueo From Pace 14

That’s just one difference between racing in 1950 and racing
in 2000. There are many more, including:

Younger competitors. The higher payoffs have attracted ath-
letes who might have chosen other sports. Dale Jarrett, for
example, is an excellent golfer. Hoping to share in the wealth,
racers are entering the sport at a younger age. The many differ-
ent NASCAR series, which allow competitors to race in tracks
around the country, have honed the skills of youthful drivers,
given them a chance to prove themselves and offered them ever-
increasing levels of competition.

“There's a lot of good young talent coming in,” says Elliott
Sadler, who is just 24 and started his Winston Cup career in
1998. NASCAR is getting younger, he adds. *I think the one
who really opened the door was Jefl Gordon.

Cale Yarborough drives 1o victory in the 1977 [ROC race ar Daviona Imternarional
Speedway. Yarborough's car averaged more than 165 miles per hour,

Gordon, who will be 29 this year and has won three Winston
Cup championships since 1995, moved from the small tracks of
Indiana to the high banks of Daytona with ease and confidence.

“He came in and did such a great job that car owners are will-
ing lo take a chance on a young driver,” says Sadler, whose
older brother, Hermie. also is a driver. “I'm glad to see it. [ think
that's what’s gonna keep this NASCAR sport a healthy one.”

Better equipment. A visit to Daytona USA, the entertainment
center next to the Speedway, will provide a glimpse of how
much race cars have improved in safety, acrodynamics and com-
fort. Seats are molded to fit a particular driver. Built-in commu-
nication equipment ensures a driver maintains constant contact
with his crew. Rollbars and other equipment increase safety.

Ernie [rvan, for example, endured a horrific crash in 1994, but
was back racing about a year later. Other drivers have flown
hundreds of yards, been spun upside down or smashed into
walls, yet walked away with little more than a bruise or two.

Changed venues. As public interest has soared, NASCAR
has gradually moved away from tracks located in small. usual-
ly southern communities to focus on major metropolitan areas.

Comnuep O Pace 24
MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2000

Explore our past issues at www. haltfaxmagazine. com



Midway: A Place In Time

A WCEU Production Celebrating Black History Month

|

In 1943, Photographer Gordon Parks came to Daytona Beach
to document the vibrant Aftrican-American community
centered in the Second Avenue/

Mary McLeod Bethune Boulevard
area — collectively called Midway.
WCEU and the Southeast Museum of
Photography revisit this same area
today, and through the stories and
recollections of residents, take a trip
back in time to the heart and soul of
the community called Midway.

Wednesday, February 2 at 10 PM

Repeats: Sunday, February 13 at 5 PM; Thursday, February 17
at 9:30 PM; and Wednesday, February 23 at 3:30 PM

qee it oz,
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History oF NASCAR Conminuen From Pace 20

In 1994, the historic Indianapolis Speedway embraced stock
cars with the Brickyard 400. New tracks are scheduled for New
York, Chicago, Kansas City and California.

NASCAR also is looking at additional overseas possibilities
in the near future. Since 1996, Winston West drivers have
competed in demonstration races in Japan. Other races have
been held in Canada.

The newer tracks highlight speed. Banked, paved tri-ovals in
Daytona and Talladega have created opportunities for so much
speed that NASCAR had 1o require restrictor plates in the car-
buretors to improve
safety. That has affected
racing, too.

“Restrictor-plate  rac-
ing is sort of like a chess
game,” explains Dale
Earnhardt Sr., a seven-
time Winston Cup cham-
pion. “There's a lot of
thought that goes into it,
a lot of planning. You've
got to end up at the right
place at the right time. I
think a driver works
harder planning.”

The many changes
© have altered the exterior
= of racing, but not its
heart and soul — compe-
tition. “The biggest
change as you move up
to Winston Cup is the
level of competition,”
says driver Lepage. “You have 43 of the best drivers in the
United States week in and week out.”

As a result, victories are harder to accumulate. Darrell
Waltrip, entering his last season as a competitor, has won 84
races, (he most of any current driver, but he hasn’t see the
checkered flag since 1992. Of the top 10 winningest drivers in
Winston Cup history, only Waltrip and Earnhardt Sr. still are
active. Earnhardt, with 72 victories entering 2000, is 6th. Even
Gordon, who has dominated NASCAR since 1995, ranked only
10th on the all-time list at the end of 1999.

Meanwhile, public enthusiasm continues to soar. Racing now
draws fans from around the world. “There’s no other sport like
it,” says Jerry Nadeau, who finished third in the Winston Cup
Rookie of the Year standings in 1998,

“The fans are able to meet the drivers and speak with the driv-
ers,” Nadeau adds. “There aren’t many sports where fans have
the access they have in NASCAR”

Every day, the fans can drive up the huge Speedway. park
their vehicles and walk into the pits where drivers are getting
ready for the Daytona 500. Fans may not sce evidence of the
racing history there any more, but they can certainly take a good,
close look at its future.

Jeff Gordon wins his first NASCAR
race — a 125-mile qualifying run for the 1993
Daviona S00
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